DISGRACE  ABOUNDING
land that had formed the historic frontiers of her state, in indepen-
dence and in subjugation, for many hundreds of years? Even
within the German-ruled Habsburg Empire these were the
frontiers of the Bohemian Kingdom.
Then there was the statement that the principle of ^elf-
determination' demanded the surrender of these areas. But areas
containing only fifty per cent of Germans were handed over,
and if only one of these fifty Germans desired to remain outside
the Reich 'self-determination3 demanded that this district should
not be transferred. Not self-determination for the Germans,
but the principal of German racial unity prevailed, and that
meant self-extermination for Czech independence. Areas pre-
dominantly Czech were handed over. What has this to do with
self-determination? The principle is that Germany must have
what she wants. It need not, will not, stop there. On this principle
you must hand over the rest of Bohemia, because a few more
thousands of Germans live there, you must hand over Hungary
because 600,000 Germans live there, Rumania „ » *
But the most striking and most important thing of all in Lord
Runciman's report was that part to which Lord Davies called
attention in the House of Lords on October 4th;
... that those parties and persons in Czechoslovakia that have
intentionally encouraged a policy antagonistic to the neigh-
bours of Czechoslovakia should be forbidden by the Czecho-
slovak Government to continue their agitation, and if
necessary legal measures should be taken to put an end to
their agitation.
If you want to know what is likely to come to you in England,
read these words of a Liberal politician in the year of democracy
1938. Read Lord Davies's comment on them;
As far as I can understand* this means that all free speech in
Czechoslovakia should be suppressed, that no Czechoslovak
should^ in future be allowed to criticise the policy of other
countries which happen to be the neighbours of Czecho-
slovakia, or even to comment on it. That appears to me to

